
152 Philippines: In the forefront of the mud crab industry development

Nursery and Grow-out Feeding Management 
Approach of Mud Crab Farmers in the 

Philippines: Santeh Management

Julius Remar A. Gabiota

Santeh Feeds Corporation
Rm. 601, West Trade Building 
132 West Ave., Quezon City

julxgab@gmail.com

Abstract

Mud crab farming has been one of the means of livelihood of many Filipino 
farmers in coastal areas, specifically in Southern Luzon and Visayas. Nursery and 
grow-out operations in these areas vary in terms of their feeding management 
and techniques for a better yield. Farmers in Bicol region, specifically Sorsogon 
which is one of the sources of wild crablets in the country, are presently using 
pelleted feeds for nursing different crab sizes. On the other hand, farmers in 
Quezon, Bataan, Masbate, Negros and Capiz are growing crabs to marketable size 
for domestic and export markets.
 
It was noted that there are still farmers in some areas that use low value fish 
for feeding crabs resulting in the deterioration of the pond bottom and water 
environment. On the other hand, pelleted feeds serve as an alternative feed 
that addresses the problem of the declining supply of trash fish, corn, mussel and 
snails. The price of trash fish has increased significantly due to its unavailability in 
several areas. In addition, pollution of the water environment and fluctuations in 
the water parameters for crabs due to improper pond preparation, pollution and 
climate change have added stress to the crabs. 


