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Abstract

The global population according to the United States Census Bureau has reached 7 billion as 
of October 2013. The continuous growth in human population will continue to put tremendous 
pressure on food production. The demand for fish as source of good protein is no exception.  In 
2011 total capture fisheries supplied 90.4 million tons of food and total aquaculture provided 63.6 
million tons. While aquaculture production has increased dramatically, more than 50% of fishery 
production still depends on capture fisheries. Overexploitation of wild fish stocks has become 
one of the biggest problems in global fisheries. Stock enhancement has become a potential viable 
strategy for marine fisheries in danger of collapse. With the tremendous progress made in the 
breeding and larval rearing techniques of marine species, hatchery-based stock enhancement is 
now operated in many stock enhancement programs.  However, many questions are raised in the 
use of hatchery-reared fish in stock enhancement.  This paper will discuss genetic considerations 
in stock enhancement in developing countries.  
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