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eginning 2015,
AQD will work on
two new programs

to be funded by GOJ-TF
(Government of Japan Trust
Fund): (1) environment-
friendly, sustainable utilization
& management of fisheries &
aquaculture resources and (2)
reinforcement & optimization
of fish health management &
its effective dissemination.
These were presented at the
4th meeting of SEAFDEC
program review for Japanese
Trust Fund V and identification
of prioritized issues for
future regional program
formulation which was held
25-26 February in Bangkok
and hosted by SEAFDEC
Secretariat.

The meeting reviewed the
projects implemented in 2013
and discussed the activities

for 2014
and the
proposed
projects
from 2015
to 2019,
the sixth
cycle of
GOJ-

TF. The
external
evaluators
were (1) former AQD Chief
Dr. R Platon, (2) former
SEAFDEC Deputy Secretary
General and TD Deputy

Chief Dr. J Okamoto and

(3) Thailand’s Department

of Fisheries advisor Dr. O
Pawaputanon. The evaluation
were based on these criteria:
achievements based on

goals, outputs & benefits to
beneficiaries, and efficiency of
budget spending.

The evaluators expressed
appreciation to AQD and other
SEAFDEC Departments for
implementing projects that
were very useful and beneficial
to member-countries. AQD
was requested to accelerate
the dissemination/transfer
of its technologies through
collaborative undertakings,
training, and publications.

For the proposed new
programs under GOJ-TF VI

Evaluators and officials from emberi:ountries, SEAFDEC Secretariat & Departments

(2015-2019), AQD and other
Departments were asked to
prioritized emerging issues in
Southeast Asia.

Joining the representatives
from member-countries,
SEAFDEC Secretariat and
Departments were AQD Chief
Dr. Felix Ayson, Deputy Chief
& GOJ Trust Fund co-manager
Dr. Teruo Azuma and special
departmental coordinator Ms.
Belen Acosta.

Eelis the
new AQD
priority for
RaD

SEAFDEC/AQD Chief Dr. Felix Ayson
presents the status of eel aquaculture
research in the region based on
available technical publications

el is an important
and expensive food
fish in Japan and its

culture has been introduced
in Cambodia, Thailand and
Brazil. According to FAO, the
aquaculture production in 2012
of top species like the Japanese
eel (Anguilla japonica) and
European eel (A. anguilla)
amounted to US$ 1.3 billion
(240,000 tons) and 60 million
(5,000 tons), respectively.
SEAFDEC’s eel program
was first discussed at the
2013 SEAFDEC Program
Committee meeting in
Malaysia and lately, at the
“First regional technical
meeting on information

gathering of eel resources

and aquaculture production

in Southeast Asia” held

27 February in Bangkok.

As aresult, a project on

“Conservation, management

and sustainable utilization of

eel resources in the Southeast

Asian region” will be

implemented by SEAFDEC

Departments once approved

by the SEAFDEC Council.

The components of the new

program are:

1. compilation of basic
information on eel species
in Southeast Asia by
IFRDMD (Inland Fisheries
Research Development
and Management) and

MFRDMD (Marine
Fishery Resources
Development and
Management Department);
beginning 2014

2. research on eel biology by
MFRDMD, IFRDMD and
TD (Training Department)
focusing on A. bicolor;
beginning 2015

3. development of eel fishery
management measures; a
workshop is slated in 2015
to be spearheaded by the
SEAFDEC Secretariat

4. promotion of sustainable
aquaculture of eels by
AQD (Aquaculture
Department) beginning
2016.



- Japanese Trust Fund Manager

2 AQD Matters

o ahead
G and
continue;

the Philippine
and Japanese
governments will
support you, said
over-all GOJ-TF
fund manager
and SEAFDEC
Deputy Secretary-
General
Mr. Hajime
Kawamura
during the 2013
annual progress
meeting of the
programs under
the ASEAN-
SEAFDEC
consultative
group mechanism
funded by the
Government of
Japan-Trust Fund
(GOJ-TF).

The panel of
evaluators who

reviewed the
progress of 28 studies included

Dr. Yukio Maeno of Japan
International Research Center
for Agricultural Sciences,
Dr. Zubaida Basiao of the
University of the Philippines
(UP) Diliman, Dr. Carlos
Baylon of UP Visayas and
Dr. Joselito Somga of the
DA-Bureau of Fisheries

and Aquatic Resources. The
meeting was chaired by
AQD co-trust fund manager
and Deputy Chief Dr. Teruo
Azuma.

The GOJ-TF regional
program at AQD is entitled
Promotion of sustainable
aquaculture and resource
enhancement in Southeast Asia
which comprised the following
four projects with several
studies under them:

(1) Sustainable aquaculture
* selective breeding of mud
crab, tiger shrimp and
giant freshwater prawn
* hatchery techniques for
pompano and spotted scat
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AQD Chief Dr. Felix Ayson, JIRCAS Dr. Yukio Mano, over-all GOJ-TF fund manager & SEAFDEC
Deputy Secretary-General Mr. Hajime Kawamura and AQD co-trust fund manager & Deputy Chief
Dr. Teruo Azuma

» development of efficient

and low pollution feeds
(2) Resource enhancement

of threatened and over-

exploited species

* monitoring of wild
sandfish stock and
managing released
abalone stocks within
Sagay Marine Reserve
in Molocaboc, Negros
Occidental

 stock enhancement of
seahorse, Napoleon
wrasse and mud crabs

* adaptive measures for
coral replenishment

(3) Fish health

* identifying the fish
health status and needs
in Cambodia, Lao PDR,
Myanmar and Philippines

* molecular diagnosis and
prevention of viruses

* establishment of an
immunization regimen
and novel prophylactic
& therapeutic methods
for the prevention of
bacterial and viral
infections

Evaluators (L-R) Dr. Somga, Dr. Maeno, Dr. Baylon and Dr. Basiao

* evaluation of carriers
for practical delivery of
vaccines to crustaceans
* parasitic and shell
diseases of abalone in the
Philippines
(4) Food safety
* assessing the withdrawal
period of antibiotics
(oxytetracycline and
oxolinic acid) in grouper
* surveillance of chemical
contaminants in
aquaculture products and
feeds
* investigation of the
situation of antibiotics/
chemical usage and
regulations in aquaculture
As this is the last year
of GOJ-TF’s fifth cycle of
programs, Dr. Kawamura
advised AQD to prepare
specific plans based on the
evaluation of the entire GOJ-
TF 5 activities which was done
in Bangkok, Thailand 25-26
February. The new proposals
will cover the sixth cycle
which will run from 2015 to
2019.

Continued on page 3
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GOJ-TF study leaders and/or presenters at the annual progress meeting (Top, L-R) Ms. Joana Joy Huervana, Dr. Fe Dolores
Estepa, Manila Office OIC Dr. Ma. Rowena Eguia, Dr. Fiona Pedroso, Binangonan Brackishwater Station OIC Dr. Frolan Aya, and
Dr. Eleonor Tendencia (Middle, L-R) Mr. Rosenio Pagador, Ms. Ruby Bombeo, Technology Verifcation Section head Dr. Myrna
Teruel, Mr. Rodrigo Lacierda, Engr. Margarita Arnaiz, and Dr. Relicardo Coloso (Bottom, L-R) Dr. Edgar Amar, Ms. Gregoria
Pagador, Dr. Leobert dela Pefia, Ms. Shelah Mae Ursua, Ms. Ellen Flor Solis, Ms. Frances Nievales, and Socioeconomics Section
head Dr. Nerissa Salayo

AQD and )
| |
. agreement

between

partnership soc.o
on capacity ;oo

bullding oo
Development

Institute) was
signed on 18
February 2014 at
Tigbauan, Iloilo
to pool resources

and technical The signing was done between AQD Chief Dr. Felix Ayson and NFRDI office-in-charge Director
expertise towards Melchor Tayamen (here represented by planning, monitoring and evaluation division officer-in-charge,

T Ms. Ma. Salvacion Ferrer).
establishing an
effective, relevant

and responsive fisheries information dissemination and  dissemination, from
research and development. data management from 9 until  development communication

As a part of this, the two 18 March 2014. The objective  tools to management of
institutions will partner in of this course is to provide institutional repositories and
conducting a training course information & extension staff online executive information
on Capacity building on with skills in information support.
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AQD
continues
support
to BFAR-
Gentral
Luzon

4 AQD Matters

QD Chief
Dr. Felix
Ayson

was in Baler,
Aurora on 14
January to check
on the status
of the multi-
species hatchery,
a component of
the mariculture
park project
in Casiguran
initiated by the
Office of Senator
Edgardo Angara in 2008.
AQD conducted site and
socioeconomic assessments
in the municipalities of
Casiguran and Baler in 2008;
designed the hatchery in 2009
(construction commenced in
February 2010); and signed an
agreement for a consortium to
run the hatchery in 2011 with

AQD Chief Dr. Felix Ay

P

ASCOT (Aurora State College
of Technology), BFAR-3
(Bureau of Fisheries & Aquatic
Resources — Central Luzon),
and Aurora Mariculture Inc.
Through the agreement and

on the same year, AQD sent

a technician to Baler to help/
train BFAR-3's technical staff
in operating the hatchery. From
that time on, the hatchery

has been producing milkfish
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son (center) at the multi-species hatchery in Baler, Aurora

fry which are then reared in
a nursery and stocked in the
Casiguran mariculture park.
In the initial project
assessments, there was also
the engagement of DENR
(Department of Environment &
Natural Resources), provincial
government of Aurora;
municipality of Casiguran;
and barangays Esteves, Dibet,
Dibacong and Cozo.

quaculture
stakeholders
reviewed the draft

document on the ASEAN
Good Aquaculture Practices
(GAgP) on 17 January 2014
in Iloilo City. The technical
consultation meeting was
hosted by DA-BFAR
(Department of Agriculture —
Bureau of Fisheries & Aquatic
Resources).

The Philippines (through
BFAR) was assigned as
the lead country for the

establishment of GAqP upon
the directive from the ASEAN
Economic Community (AEC).
The meeting is part of a series
of national consultations in
all ASEAN member states
under the ASEAN-Australia
Development Cooperation
Programme Phase 11
(AADCPII) project.

AQD Chief Dr. Felix
Ayson, research head Dr.
Ma. Junemie Hazel Lebata-
Ramos, technology verification
& demonstration head Dr.

V. i
Development Coumtiﬁw :I
AADCP) Phase I '

UIE: SRS
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Mae Catacutan, and training
& information head Dr.
Evelyn Grace de Jesus-Ayson
represented AQD.

It is to be noted that,
based on the 1995 FAO
code, SEAFDEC in early
2000 consulted, formulated
and published the “Regional
guidelines for responsible
fisheries in Southeast Asia
— responsible aquaculture”
which focused on industry
realities in the context of
Southeast Asia.
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Librarian's
research
excellence

University
of California
professor
mentors
young
researchers

wenty-
four BS
Fisheries

students and

two instructors
from the Western
Philippines
University (WPU)
in Palawan,
finished their
5-day internship
on | February at
AQD’s Tigbauan Main Station.
They were given lectures on
the culture of marine fish and
abalone and practical sessions
on hatchery operations of these
commodities. A demo on using

the transmission electron &
scanning electron microscopes
was also provided.

WPU requested AQD
for this type of arrangement
instead of the regular on-the-
job training (OJT, usually
done during the summer

e

The trainees du.ring their practical sessions at the marine fish (right) and abaloné hatcheries (left)

break) since the school’s new
curriculum does not have an
OJT program. The instructors
who attended this internship
plan to propose to their

school to adopt this type of
arrangement for the succeeding
batches of fisheries students.

or his contribution
in the field of marine
aquatic librarianship,

AQD senior information
assistant and library officer-
in-charge Mr. Stephen Alayon
was given the 2013 ASLP
(Association of Special
Libraries of the Philippines)
Citation Award for Research
Excellence on 16 January
2014 at Manila City. AQD
had previously worked with
ASLP in training librarians on
using softwares such as Koha,
DSpace and Greenstone Digital
Library in 2013.

PHOTO COURTESY OF SB ALAYON

The AQD library made
information and publications
readily and publicly available
through OPAC (online public
access catalog) and SAIR
(SEAFDEC/AQD institutional

AQD librarian Mr. Stephen
Alayon (center) with ASLP
president Mr. Joseph Yap
and PLAI president Ms.
Elizabeth Peralejo
repository). Stakeholders can
also access AQD’s library and
information collection through
Web 2.0, a software allowing
users to interact in a social
media dialogue.

r. Raul
Suarez, a

professor at the
University of
California — Sta.
Barbara (USA)
and a former
AQD researcher,
is mentoring
AQD junior
research staff
(technical assistants) to help
the Department develop a new
generation of scientists. This
activity is in line with AQD
Chief Dr. Felix Ayson’s vision
that AQD’s future scientists
will come from its present crop
of assistants who are mostly
enrolled in graduate school.
Dr. Suarez will be
spending his sabbatical leave
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AQD technical assistants listen to Dr. Raul Suarez

(six months, starting February)
at AQD’s Tigbauan Main
Station. The first of the series
of meetings was held on 12
February where Dr. Suarez
discussed research paradigm,
paradigm shift, and applied
research. The succeeding
meetings (to be held twice a
week) will feature a technical
assistant who will present
his/her study followed by a
discussion or critiquing.

Ms. Schedar Rose Novilla,
a technical assistant assigned
at AQD’s farming systems &
ecology section, is the first one
to present her thesis entitled
“Evaluation of bioremediation
capability of sandfish
Holothuria scabra” on 18
February. Ms. Novilla is taking
up MS Fisheries (major in
aquaculture) at the University
of the Philippines Visayas and
will defend her thesis in March.
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Forewell to- ouw beloved
mentor aond leader

Dr. Efren Eduardo Flores

t the age of 71 years,
Dr. Efren Eduardo
Flores succumbed to

pneumonia on 8 December
2013. Dr. Flores was the fifth
Chief of AQD, leading it from
April 1992 to April 1996.
He was also a former Dean
of UPV (University of the
Philippine Visayas) - College
of Fisheries & Ocean Sciences
from 1987 to 1992. Below is
the tribute delivered by AQD
scientist Dr. Relicardo Coloso
(who was the head of research
in Dr. Flores’ four-year term)
on 29 January 2014 at UPV:
“Dr. Flores, being a
dynamic administrator and
manager, led the shifting of
AQD research programs to
generate technologies that
are environment-friendly,
sustainable, and generate
equitable benefits to society.
He was keen on instituting a
multidisciplinary approach to
research at AQD with natural
scientists working hand-in-
hand with social scientists
and stakeholders, especially
fisherfolk, in developing
aquaculture technologies. He

installation ceremony in 1992

6 AQD Matters

once wrote in AQD’s 20th
anniversary souvenir volume
that ‘participation of the
fisherfolk, in particular, allows
them access and understanding
of the technologies developed,
they who are the traditional
users of the aquatic resources
and who are the most affected
when the environment is
sacrificed for the sake of
progress.” He was one of
the first to espouse to make
aquaculture sustainable for the
benefit of society at large. It
was also during his time that
the socioeconomics section of
AQD’s research division was
formed to support this mission.
Moreover, in 1993, the
‘adopt-a-milkfish broodstock’
scheme was implemented to
extend the milkfish broodstock
and hatchery technology
generated at AQD to the
private sector. The cooperator
shouldered all the expenses
in maintaining the adopted
breeders and gets all the
spawned eggs to be raised in
the hatchery. AQD provided
the milkfish breeders, a cage,
an egg collector, and technical

Dr. Flores (right) with his predecessor Dr. Flor Lacanilao during the

February 2014

assistance. AQD
researchers
monitored the
broodstock,
hatchery, and
performance of the
adopted milkfish.
Three cooperators
participated in

this scheme,
which planted the seeds in the
proliferation of the milkfish
broodstock and hatchery
technology widely available in
the country today.

It was also under Dr.
Flores’ leadership where a
seminar series was initiated
as one of the activities during
the anniversary celebration to
honor the memory of AQD’s
first Chief, Dean Domiciano
K. Villaluz. The seminar,
dubbed as ‘Dean Domiciano
K. Villaluz Memorial Lecture’
since it started until now, has
already featured the most
distinguished and respected
scientists in aquaculture,
fisheries, marine sciences and
related fields in the country.

Facilities were also
upgraded including the

laboratories and training
facilities, fencing of the
perimeter of AQD, as well

as improving the research
stations. These improvements
paved the way in attracting
more young researchers,
international and local
trainees, and expatriate
researchers to AQD than the
previous years. Not only that,
benefits of employees were
also improved through the
tireless negotiations made by
Dr. Flores to increase AQD’s
budget which came close to
PhP 200 million at the end
of his term. As a result, AQD
produced a record number of
publications (close to 200)

in international and local
scientific journals when he was
the Chief.

Dr. Flores at a conference; he was a founding member of the Asian Fisheries Society (AFS) and
had been a Colombo Plan fellow on coastal fisheries in Japan (1968)
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AQD and the University of the Phlllpplnes Vlsayas (UPV) employees paid tribute to Dr. Flores on 29
January at UPV Miag-ao campus in lloilo. As part of the tribute, AQD scientist Dr. Relicardo Coloso

(inset) relived the accomplishments of Dr. Flores during his term as AQD Chief

Dr. Flores was also the first
to support the Environment
Action Group at AQD, which
became a member of the
Environment Liaison Center
International (ELCI) based
in Nairobi, Kenya. The ELCI
acts as a liaison between the
UN Environment Programme
and various grassroots
organizations worldwide
concerned with environmental

problems and issues. He also
inaugurated the AQD Museum
and Biodiversity Place on 9
July 1993. Personally, he took
charge of greening the AQD
campus (now Kinaadman
Elementary School Inc) by
planting the lush mahogany
and narra trees. He delighted
in walking through the AQD
mini-forest for relaxation and
to smell the sweet, unpolluted

Yoko

air of Tigbauan. He also took
many late afternoon walks
while speaking with those in
the community surrounding
AQD. He even appointed
the Chief as the Community
Relations Officer indicating
that this was so close to his
heart.

Dr. Flores took us to
new heights and realities we
enjoyed for years. During

Dr. Coloso and current AQD Chief Dr. Felix Ayson gave a framed
photo of Dr. Flores to his daughter Ms. Emi (in blue) and wife Mrs.

his last official interview

for the AQD institutional
video he admonished AQD
to always remember its main
responsibility which is the
creation and development of
new technologies even as it is
giving emphasis on the transfer
of technology to the private
sector, a big challenge from

a hardworking person that he

29

was.

PHOTO BY PP CASIANO

in-charge Ms. May-Ann Balagasay
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Applications are processed by AQD’s recruitment & selection

City.

'AQD nets 27 job applicants

ssociate researcher. Executive editor. Auditor. Administrative officer.

Technical assistant. Financial assistant. Those are the positions at AQD
waiting to be filled.
AQD joins the job fair organized by UP Visayas 20-21 February 2014 at Iloilo

AQD’s administration & finance head Ms. Kaylin Corre deemed the job
fair to be a great opportunity to recruit young, dynamic and talented new
employees. With AQD were sales/marketing and business process outsourcing
companies such as Holcim, Phoenix, Toyota, Samsung, OK Bank, Teletech
and INJAP.

AQD is also looking for electrician, pump operator and aide.

~\

February.

' LGU-Tighauan extends service to AQD

To ensure the safety of employees
and guests staying at AQD’s
housing complex in Tigbauan, Iloilo,
AQD availed of the free dog vaccination
service offered by the local government
of Tigbauan. Municipal agricultural
technologists Mr. Jose Roger Tuala

and Mr. Ramon Tejero Jr vaccinated

15 dogs owned by SEAFDEC/AQD
staff residing in the staff houses on 20

_J
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Change of employment status

Ms. Christine
Claire Arcenal,
former monthly
casual employee,
has been hired
on a fixed-

term contract

as technical
assistant at
Farming Systems
& Ecology
Section

) 2
Koshi Watanabe,
son of AQD visiting
scientist Dr. Satoshi
Watanabe and Ms.
Nahoko Watanabe,
was born on

12 October 2013

Ms. Jean Rose Ms. Trisha Mr. Peter Ms. Nichole
Magquirang, Nacionales, Palma, former  Yap, former
former job- former monthly NRCP-DOST monthly casual
hire employee, casual employee, contract employee, has
has been hired  has been hired for service been hired

on a fixed- on a fixed- employee, has  on a fixed-
term contract term contract been hired term contract
as technical as technical on a fixed- as technical

assistant at

assistant at

term contract

assistant at

Technology Nutrition & Feed as technical Breeding &
Verification Development assistant at Seed Production
Section Section Breeding & Section

Mr. Edgar Vincent
Antolino, former monthly
casual employee, has
been hired on a fixed-term
contract as information
assistant at Training
Section

Agatha Christi
Avanceiia, daughter
of associate
researcher Sheryll
Avancefia and

Mr. Marlou
Avancena, was born
on 11 December
2013

Seed Production

Section

Miguel Sebastian
Burlas, son of
technical assistant
Michael Ray Burlas
and Ms. Aubrey
Burlas, was born on
9 November 2013

Mr. Glen Tabaldo, former
monthly casual employee,
has been hired on a fixed-
term contract as dispatcher
at Engineering Section

Ms. April Abalajon,
administrative assistant 3
assigned at the Office of the
Chief, tied the knot with
Mr. Samuel Nievales on 28
December 2013 in Iloilo
City

New personnel

Ms. Charmi Margaret
Fernandez, CPA, is the
new acting head of the
Performance Management
Group. She earned her BS
degree in Accountancy

at the University of the
Philippines Visayas
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