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Introduction

Capiz is known as the seafood capital 
of the Philippines due to its abundant 
and best tasting seafood products like 
mud crabs, shrimps, oysters, mussel 
and angel wing clams. Western Visayas, 
Capiz included, is one of the top 
producers of mud crab. In 2013, the 
mud crab production in Western Visayas 
was 1,689.29 mt, contributing 10.7% of 
the total national production of 15,794 
mt. The majority of the juvenile crabs 
used for farming was obtained from the 
wild. 
  
Crablet Trading

The trading of crablets in Capiz has been 
established more than 15 years ago. 
Scylla serrata is the species preferred 
for farming but this species is not 
commonly found in Panay Island hence, 
the seedstocks are obtained from Bicol 
Region, Samar, Surigao and Cagayan. 
Recently, however, crab juveniles from 
the hatchery have also been traded. 
During the peak season (December to 
April), about 200,000   juvenile crabs 
(langaw langaw, <1.0 cm CW) per 
month may be available and only about 
20,000 can be gathered during the lean 
season (May to October). The crabs are 
classified based on the size as shown in 
Table 1.

The price of juvenile crabs depends 
on the season, size and availability. 
All expenses are paid by the traders, 
who usually send their own people to 
get the crabs directly from the source 
or stocker.  These are placed inside a 
polysterene box with ice to maintain 
the cool condition inside the box. The 
crabs are transported using carton box 
(Fig. 1).  Upon arrival in Capiz, these 
are sorted, counted, placed in basins 
and repacked for shipment to pond 
owners/operators (Fig. 2A-D).

The common problems encountered in 
trading of juvenile crabs are as follows:

•	 Inconsistent supply
•	High cost of juvenile crabs during 

the off-season
•	Misidentification of species
•	Mortality due to poor handling of 

crabs from the collection site to 
the final destination

Fig.1. Juvenile crabs are packed in carton 
box and then placed inside the polystyrene 
box
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Table 1. Mud crab size and the corresponding cost delivered in Roxas City, Capiz as of 2015

Size Description of size/cm carapace width or CW Cost (PhP)

Fly size Rice grain to cracked corn (langaw-langaw) (<1.0 cm) 5-10

Small Kernel corn (≥1.0 cm) 10-15

Medium Ten to twenty-five centavo coin (1.5-2.0 cm) 15-25

Big One peso coin to matchbox (2.5-3.5 cm) 25-28

Fig. 2. Crablets are sorted (A), counted 
(B), placed in basins (C) and repacked for 
shipment to pond operators (D)

Grow-out Culture

Prior to stocking of crabs, the pond 
is prepared following the standard 
procedure. Application of probiotics is 
also done. Juvenile crabs (0.8-2.0 cm 
CW ), shrimp postlarvae (>PL10) and 
milkfish fingerlings (5.0-7.5 cm) are 
polycultured in ponds and stocking is 
not normally done at the same time. 
The culture of crabs with other species 
is as follows:

a) 500-2,000 crab ha-1 +  3,000 - 
4,000 milkfish ha-1

b) 500-2000 crab ha-1 + 500-1,000 
    bangus ha-1 + 10,000-50,000
    shrimp ha-1 

The stocking density of 2,000 crabs ha-1 
is very risky which can result to low 
survival due to cannibalism and slow 
growth, hence, less than 1,000 crabs 
ha-1 is practiced. The culture period 
ranges from 3.5 to 6 months for crabs, 
4-6 months for milkfish, and 3-4 months 
for shrimp so the harvest period of each 
commodity may not be synchronous.  
The stocking density depends on the 
capacity of the pond and availability of 
the natural food, such as trash fish and 
mollusks in the area.  Crabs and shrimps 
are fed mollusks (agihis or mussel) and 
trash fish. Milkfish are fed filamentous 
algae (lumot), lablab and commercial 
feeds. Demand feeding is practiced. 
Water is replaced every spring tide. 
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Milkfish are harvested using gill net 
(pukot) or cast net (lumpot). Shrimps 
are collected using cast net while 
lift nets, patuloy, crab pot (panggal) 
are used for harvesting crabs (Fig. 3)  
Crabs are brought to trading centers or 
directly to the exporters.

Problems encountered in grow-out 
ponds are as follows:

•	Cannibalism - high stocking density 
and varied sizes at stocking can 
cause high incidence of cannibalism.  

•	 Slow growth - stocking density 
of more than 1,000 ha-1, lack of 
suitable feeds, and poor quality 
of crabs and pond condition are 
the common factors for the slow 
growth of crabs

•	Disease- White spot disease caused 
by the white spot syndrome virus is 
the major disease in ponds that can 
cause mortality

•	Muscle emaciation
•	Difficulty in molting - this may be 

due to pond condition, feeding and 
temperature

•	Poaching

The problems should be addressed to 
obtain a survival rate of more than 50%.
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Fig. 3. Milkfish (A), mud crabs (B), and 
shrimp (C) harvested from grow-out ponds
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