
144 Philippines: In the forefront of the mud crab industry development

Initiatives on Mud Crab Culture at the 
Palawan Aquaculture Corporation

Elsie Tech*, Cheryl Emboltorio, Domingo Galila,
Cornelio Ogsimer and Kimberly Lim

Palawan Aquaculture Corporation
Coron, Palawan

*elsietech@yahoo.com

Abstract

Mud crab has long been a prime commodity in both local and global market and is 
regarded as one of the important high-value crustacean species produced in the 
Philippines. Decades ago, its culture basically relied on the availability of wild 
seedstock collected and grown to marketable size, or on wild lean adult crabs 
that were fattened for a short period.
	
Developments and refinements in the hatchery and nursery techniques paved 
the way to bringing up culture activities to commercial levels. The Palawan 
Aquaculture Corporation embarked on mud crab culture in the mid 2014 where 
initial trials started. Collaboration with SEAFDEC/AQD was later forged bringing 
forth improvements in the hatchery, nursery and grow-out culture. Hatchery-
reared juvenile crabs are now being sold.  


