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Abstract

Pangasinan’s vast fishpond and mangrove areas have not been fully tapped for mud
crab production. The main reason identified for this is the limited supply of crab
seedstock. At present, there is no reliable source of seedstock in Pangasinan. The
total requirement of Pangasinan for crab seedstock is estimated at 8.89 million
based on the total area (ha) devoted to mud crab polyculture in the province. Mud
crab growers in Pangasinan procure wild juvenile crabs from Cagayan, Bicol and
Visayas but the volume is limited. Thus, an adoption of a modified commercial
scale mud crab hatchery and nursery systems in Alaminos City would be helpful.
A model mud crab hatchery will be constructed to enable the local government
unit (LGU) of Alaminos City to produce seedstock in commercial quantity to
boost the production in Pangasinan and nearby provinces. The hatchery aims
to produce 480,000 juvenile crabs per year to supply the nursery and grow-out
ponds. Likewise, the hatchery technology will promote the mud crab hatchery and
nursery technologies in the city of Pangasinan and coastal towns (Infanta, Dasol,
Burgos, Agno, Bolinao, Anda, Bani, Sual, Labrador, Lingayen, Binmaley, Dagupan
City and San Fabian), and nearby provinces of La Union, Ilocos Sur, Ilocos Norte
and Zambales.
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