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Our o b je c t iv e  is  to  s tudy th e  d i f f e r e n t  k in d s  o f  m o lluscs  th a t  
a re  be ing  farmed lo c a l ly  f o r  m arke t and the  d i f f e r e n t  fa rm ing  methods 
and p ra c t ic e s  used by the  fa rm ers to  a t t a in  maximum p ro d u c tio n  o f  any 
species be ing  farm ed.

To a t ta in  t h is  o b je c t iv e  th re e  r iv e r s  in  Negros O c c id e n ta l were 
v is i t e d :  Su-ay R iv e r, Talaban R ive r and H in ig a ra n  R iv e r . The Su-ay
R ive r and th e  Talaban R ive r were found to  have a f re s h  w a te r source 
from  the  m ounta ins; the  H in ig a ra n  R ive r i s  a c tu a l ly  an i n l e t  w i th  no 
fre s h  w a ter stream th a t  f lo w s  in to  i t  excep t f o r  th e  sm a ll f re s h  w a ter 
creeks th a t  g iv e  a v e ry  low  volume o f  f re s h  w a te r e s p e c ia l ly  d u r in g  
d ry  season. The s a l in i t y  o f  these th re e  r iv e r s  were found to  range 
from 5 p p t to  25 p p t.  S a l in i t y  inc reases  down the  r iv e r  towards the  
sea. The b e s t g row th  o f  m o lluscs  can be observed when th e  s a l in i t y  is  
between 15 to  25 p p t.  Of th e  many d i f f e r e n t  spec ies  o f  m o lluscs  found 
in  the  m arke t, o n ly  o y s te rs  (O strea m alabonensis, O strea  i r e d a le i , and 
O strea c u c u l la ta , " ta lab ang  c h in e la s "  in  Tagalog; "nad s a y t i l , "  " d a l ig d ig " 
in  I lo c a n o , cou ld  a ls o  be found in  abundance d u r in g  A p r i l  and May b u t  
no e x te n s ive  c u ltu re  has been found . The o n ly  c u l tu r e  o f  G reenshe ll 
can be found in  th e  e xpe rim e n ta l SEAFDEC farm  in  Himamaylan. G reenshe lls  
found in  th e  m arket a re  ga thered  from  bamboo pos ts  o f  o ld  "tangaban" 
(c u rre n t f i s h  t r a p ) .  They grow v e ry  w e ll  in  c e r ta in  deep areas o f  th e  
H in ig a ra n  R iv e r. On the  o th e r  hand, o y s te rs  a re  c u ltu re d  e x te n s iv e ly  
in  th re e  r iv e r s ,  e s p e c ia l ly  in  th e  H in ig a ra n  R iv e r . A cco rd ing  to  th e  
reco rds  o f  th e  M u n ic ip a l i ty  o f  H in ig a ra n , th e re  a re  abou t 80 hec ta res  
o f o y s te r  farm s a long  the  H in ig a ra n  R iv e r .

F o r purposes o f  t h is  s tu d y , th e  H in ig a ra n  R iv e r o y s te r  farm s 
were chosen. The o y s te r farm s extended from  200 sq m lo t s  to  th e  
la rg e r  farm s o f  6 h e c ta re s . Perhaps, i t  i s  w o rth  m en tion ing  th a t  i t  
was in  the  H in ig a ra n  R iv e r th a t  th e  f i r s t  o y s te r  c u ltu re  was s ta r te d .  
The s i t e  o f  t h is  o y s te r  c u ltu re  experim ents was s ta r te d  by Dean V i l l a lu z  
and f i r s t  implemented on the  s i t e  by th e  la te  D ire c to r  M ontalban in  1927. 
The s i t e  was a sm a ll l o t  bes ide  th e  house o f  the  e xpe rim e n ta l s ta t io n  o f  
th e  fo rm er D iv is io n  o f  F is h e r ie s  o f  th e  Bureau o f  Science.

Chosen f o r  t h is  experim ent was an area o f  abou t 1,000 sq m a long 
th e  bank o f  th e  H in ig a ra n  R iv e r . The experim ent used two (2) methods 
namely, th e  bamboo stake  w ith  o y s te r  s h e lls  a tta ch e d  to  i t  and bamboo 
r a f t  th a t  were sunk to  about one (1) f o o t  above zero datum. C u ltu re  
o f o y s te rs , w h ile  p ra c t ic e d  c o n tin u o u s ly  by  a few f o r  dom estic use, d id  
n o t grow to  these e x te n s ive  areas u n t i l  about 1950.
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For ou r case s tudy  on m o llusc  fa rm in g  namely, o y s te r  (O strea 
m alabonensis) ( ta la b a ) , we have chosen th e  o y s te r  fa rm  o f  M r. Jose 
Sarrosa which has a t o t a l  area o f  abou t 5 h e c ta re s . I n  t h is  p a r t ic u la r  
farm , Mr. Sarrosa uses fo u r  (4) d i f f e r e n t  methods o f  c u ltu re  namely, 
1) Hanging method, 2) Stake method, 3) B roadcas ting  method, and 
4) Stone method.

1 . Hanging Method. The hanging method c o n s is ts  o f  threaded 
empty s h e lls  w ith  1 1 /2  m eter le n g th  o f  p o ly e th y le n e  co rd  no. 6, 
p rov ided  w ith  a k n o t as suspension w ith  in te r v a ls  o f  s ix  inches from  
each empty s h e l l .  The c u ltc h e s  a re  hung f r om a long  h o r iz o n ta l bamboo 
p o le . These threaded empty s h e lls  a re  suspended abou t 1 f o o t  f r om th e  
bottom . Of a l l  the  fo u r  (4) methods used, t h is  i s  th e  most p r o f i t a b le  
because o y s te rs  grow r a p id ly  and in  abundance. T h is  method does n o t 
c re a te  ra p id  s i l t a t i o n  so th a t  th e re  is  always a con tin uous  f lo w  
o f o y s te r  food w ith  th e  r iv e r  c u r re n t  d u r in g  the  incom ing t id e  o r  th e  
o u tf lo w in g  ebb. However, th e  fa rm er com pla ins th a t  th re a d in g  th e  empty 
s h e l ls ,  hanging th e  c lu tc h e s  and c o n s tru c tin g  th e  s tand a re  te d io u s  and 
in v o lv e  much expense. A no ther problem  th a t  he encounters w ith  t h is  
method, as he s ta r t s  to  in s p e c t and c o l le c t  m ature o y s te rs , i s  poachers. 
He co n tin u e s  to  h a rv e s t every  two (2) weeks. H a rve s tin g  i s  done by 
u n ty in g  the  n y lo n  s t r in g s  from  th e  h o r iz o n ta l bamboo. Each s t r in g f u l  
o f  m ature o y s te rs  a re  re p la ce d  w ith  new ones hav ing  empty s h e lls  as 
c lu tc h e s . The n y lo n  th re a d  can be re -u se d  many tim e s .

2. S take Method. The s take  method c o n s is ts  o f  p la n t in g  stakes 
about two (2) m eters lo n g  and spaced abou t 2 1 /2  m eters a p a r t .  These 
bamboo stakes o r  p o s ts  a re  s tu c k  s e c u re ly  on th e  r i v e r  f lo o r .  Empty 
o y s te r  s h e l ls  a re  embedded on th e  s take  to  a c t  as o y s te r  c lu tc h e s . 
These c lu tc h e s  a re  p laced  on th e  p o r t io n  o f  th e  bamboo about a f o o t  
from  th e  r iv e r  f lo o r .  H a rve s tin g  s ta r t s  abou t s ix  (6) months a f t e r  
th e  s takes a re  p la ce d . The h a rv e s tin g  method used i s  to  u n c lu tc h  the  
m atured o y s te rs  from  th e  p o le  and a l lo w  th e  o th e rs  t o  grow to  b ig g e r  
s iz e s . The s takes a re  re p la ce d  as th e  bamboo p o le  beg ins  to  r o t .  H is  
problem  on t h is  method i s ,  a g a in , poachers. The method may n o t be as 
expensive as the  hanging method, y e t  th e  c o s t  o f  bamboo m ust be taken 
in to  c o n s id e ra t io n . He has observed th a t  o y s te rs  grow  fa s te r  on o ld e r  
bamboos.

3 . B road cas ting  Method. T h is  method in v o lv e s  spread ing  o y s te r  
s h e l ls  over th e  r i v e r  f lo o r .  T h is  is  th e  most inexpens ive  method because 
one does n o t have to  buy p r a c t ic a l ly  a n y th in g . The o n ly  c o s t in v o lv e d  is  
l ab o r c o s t o f  spread ing  th e  o y s te r  s h e l ls .  The s h e l ls  a re  grouped w ith  
30 o r 20 empty s h e lls  in  each group and spaced a t  a d is ta n c e  o f  about 
o n e -h a lf  m e te r. H a rve s tin g  is  done o n ly  when the  o y s te rs  a re  f u l l y  
m atured, w h ich takes abou t 8 to  12 m onths. As th e  o y s te rs  b eg in  to  
c lu s te r ,  thus fo rm ing  a mass o r group, th e  mass i s  l i f t e d  from  the  
r iv e r  f lo o r  every  20 to  30 days depending on the  lo w e s t ebb. T h is  
is  done to  p re v e n t the  group from  be ing  co m p le te ly  covered w ith  s i l t .  
The fa rm er does n o t have much problem  w ith  poaching in  t h is  method.
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4. Stone Method. The s tone method is  used a long r iv e r  banks. 
c lo se  to  the  fishpo nd  d ik e s . A c tu a lly ,  the  stones a re  p laced along 
these d ike s  on the  ocean f lo o r  to  p re ve n t too  much e ro s io n  on the 
fishpo nd  d ike s  caused b y  wave a c t io n  and r iv e r  c u r re n t.  O ys te r s h e lls  
a re  p laced between th e  s tones. O yste rs  a re  a llow ed  to  grow and are  
harvested  a f te r  8 to  12 months by p e e lin g  o f f  th e  matured o y s te rs  
from  th e  s tones. O nly o y s te rs  th a t  adhere above the  s i l t e d  r iv e r  
f lo o r  a re  ha rves ted . Stones used f o r  t h is  purpose range from  8 to  16 
inches in  d ia m e te r. T h is  method cannot be used on r iv e r  f lo o r s  due 
to  ra p id  s i l t a t i o n .

The most id e a l h a rv e s ta b le  o y s te rs  a re  2 .5  to  3 inches long  in  
the  r ig h t  v a lv e . Throughout th e  year th e  fa rm er produces, on the  
whole 6 -hec ta re  area us ing  these fo u r  (4) methods, about 8,000 kerosene 
cans o f  matured o y s te rs . The o y s te rs  a re  so ld  lo c a l ly  w ho lesa le  a t  
₱ 5.00 per can.

Accord ing to  an o ld  saying  from  the  people who d e r iv e  t h e i r  
l iv e l ih o o d  from  H in ig a ra n  R iv e r, o y s te rs , g re e n s h e lls , and crustaceans 
(prawns, shrim ps, c rabs) a re  a t  t h e i r  h e a lth ie s t  o r  b e s t grow th d u r in g  
the  months o f  the year th a t  have the  le t t e r  R in  th e  s p e l l in g .
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