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Abstract

Executive Order (EO) 111 issued on June 17, 1999 establishing the guidelines for the development of
ecotourism in the Philippines provided the legal framework for the partnership of the Department of Tourism
(DOT) and the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), in cooperation with other
concerned stakeholders. The EO required the formulation of the Philippine National Ecotourism Strategy
(NES) to provide the framework for sustainable ecotourism development.

The NES is envisioned to provide an integrated and coordinated mechanism through partnerships among
the government, the private sector, and local communities and tourists, to ensure the industry’s viability and
competitiveness. The implementation of the strategy through the short-, medium-, and long-term plans and
programs will be one of the many ways to go forward towards positioning the Philippines as a premier
ecotourism destination.

One of the components of the ecotourism program developed is the identification of key ecotourism
sites following a set of criteria. The key sites are categorized as banner, emerging and potential areas of the
selection. This was made through a process of top-down and bottom-up approaches during which local,
regional, and national consultations, seminars, planning workshops, and ecotourism congresses were held.

Many of the key ecotourism sites are protected areas which include lakes and freshwater ecosystems
with potentials for ecotourism development such as Wawa Dam, Bulusan Lake, Lake Danao, Agusan Marsh

and Lake Sebu, among others.

Ecotourism development of on-going model projects will showcase best practices, partnership of
stakeholders and lessons learned in protecting the environment and managing the resources for ecotourism.
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