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“Microalgae in a packet”

Frequently asked questions

Is PrimoAlga made of live algae? 
Yes. PrimoAlga is tested to ensure the cells are alive and retain 
nutrients.
 
What are the advantages of using PrimoAlga? 
PrimoAlga is a concentrate of fresh and live microalgae that 
can be stored for later use. It is a ready source of larval food 
(for direct feeding) or starter culture in case of collapse of 
fresh cultures. If used for direct feeding, PrimoAlga allows 
hatcheries to reduce the number of tanks allocated for natural 
food production. Hatcheries may also convert existing algal 
tanks to rear larvae instead, thereby increasing their production 
capacity.

Is PrimoAlga a good quality product?  
PrimoAlga products are cultured in facilities that follow good 
laboratory practices. All the culture water used are pre-filtered 
and ozonated in smaller volumes whereas UV-filtration systems 
are used for bigger culture volumes. It is also antibiotic-free. 
To ensure the high quality of the algal paste, the product is 
subjected to quality control before releasing to clients.

How should PrimoAlga be stored? 
PrimoAlga has a shelf life of three (3) months in a chiller                   
(1 to 3 ˚C) or refrigerator (4 to 7 ˚C) and one month if without 
refrigeration (25 ˚C and below). Keep the products away from 
sunlight.
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Why use algal paste?

low-cost

sustainable

alternative live algal food

freshly-produced

can be used as algal starter

long shelf-life

antibiotic free

SEAFDEC/AQD’s Larval Food 
Laboratory is dedicated to serving 
the microalgal starter needs of 
hatcheries of the aquaculture 
industry, academe, and government 
institutions in the country. 

Why choose PrimoAlga?
PrimoAlga is produced using a dynamic 
settler unit that applies spiral plate 
technology. It produces the highest 
quality algal paste with longer product 
life. It is known to be more efficient than 
conventional centrifuges when it comes to 
the dry weight of the output algae paste 
which can be used as a starter for algal 
culture or direct feeding to fish larvae. 
Moreover, it has a separation efficiency 
of 95 percent and has a 100 percent 
retention of valuable cell components, 
leaving the algae intact and undamaged. 
Expect quality with PrimoAlga.

How to 
compute 
for feeding 
or as algal 
starter?

Different organisms have different feeding 
requirements. To determine the PrimoAlga needed 
per day per rearing container, first determine the 
following:

1.	 Optimum density of algae to be administered 
per day for the species (cells/ml per day)

2.	 PrimoAlga cell count as indicated in the label 
(cells/ml)

3.	 Volume of the rearing container (L)

Available algal pastes
Algal strain Price (per kg) in 

PHP

Green algae Chlorella sorokiniana 
(0 and 15ppt)
Nanochlorum sp.
Tetraselmis tetrahele

3,500

Brown algae Chaetoceros calcitrans
Chaetoceros muelleri
Thalassiosira sp.

2,500

Golden brown algae Isochrysis galbana 2,500
Prices as of 4 April 2024. For updated prices visit www.seafdec.org.ph/plankton-starters/

grams of PrimoAlga =
(desired cell density x volume of rearing container)

PrimoAlga cell count

To use as starter, re-suspend the 
paste in seawater/freshwater with 
desired salinity and re-culture 
by the addition of fertilizers and 
provision of light and aeration.
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Comparison between 
T. tetrahele (A) and 
C. calcitrans (B) 
cells under 400x 
magnification: typical 
algae culture (A-1 and 
B-1) and paste form 
(A-2 and B-2).


