An Ecological Assessment of Seven Major Lakes
in the Philippines

Macrina T. Zafaralla

Institute of Biological Sciences, College of Arts and Sciences
University of the Philipines, Los Baiios, College, Laguna

Zafaralla MT. 2001. An ecological assessment of seven major lakes in the Philippines, p. 150. /n CB Santiago, ML Cuvin-
Aralar and ZU Basiao (eds.). Conservation and Ecological Management of Philippine Lakes in Relation to Fisheries
and Aquaculture. Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center, Aquaculture Department, Iloilo, Philippines;
Philippine Council for Aquatic and Marine Research and Development, Los Bafios, Laguna, Philippines; and
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources, Quezon City, Philippines. 187 pp. (Abstract only)

Abstract

An ecological assessment was done on the seven major lakes in the Philippines, namely;
Laguna de Bay, Taal, Naujan, Lanao, Mainit, Buluan, and Bato. The assessment was based largely
on secondary data and some primary data. The ecological parameters considered for each lake were
focused on published information as v Il as those unpublished but were made accessible to the
author by researchers and agencies of government. The different lakes are classified into three
ecological categories, namely; critically degraded, degraded, threatened, and underdeveloped. Where
adequate data on a lake is available, emphasis is also given on the examination of the nature of land
use, lake development measures, climatic variations in terms of rainfall, and ecological conditions
in the lake as they affect fish production. Finally, lake specific and general recommendations are
forwarded for management purposes.
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