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Abstract

Aquasilviculture technology verification project was conducted at the National 
Brackishwater Fisheries Technology Center (NBFTC) of the Bureau of Fisheries 
and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) in 1996-2000. Results indicated that given the 
proper technology, management and favourable market, and polyculture of high-
value species (grouper and mud crab) will provide better return on investment. 
Dissemination of the technology through training started in 2001. In 2002, a 
4-hectare undeveloped fishpond of NBFTC was converted into an aquasilviculture 
project to showcase the technical and economic feasibility of the technology 
with emphasis on the polyculture of mud crab, grouper and saline tilapia that 
would serve as a model livelihood project for coastal fisherfolk. In 2011, the 
BFAR launched the Philippine National Aquasilviculture Program to help restore 
mangroves that serve as breeding and nursery grounds of fish, and to provide 
livelihood projects through aquasilviculture to coastal fisherfolk. With increasing 
cost of development and management for aquasilviculture, integration of 
mangrove crab fattening and/or soft-shelled crab production have shown to 
improve profit under the present economic condition.


