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P O LIC IE S  AN D  PROGRAMS 
CO NCERNING  TH E  BANGOS IN D USTRY

by

F e l ix  R. G onza les*

Bangos p ro d u c tio n  m ethods and techn iques in  th is  c o u n try  have com e 
a long w ay since ou r fo re b e a rs  dam m ed the m o u.th  o f b ra c k is h w a te r  c ree ks  
and t r ib u ta r ie s  o f the sea, to propagate  d e s ira b le  species o f f is h  and 
c rus taceans , and assu re  fo r  h is  fa m ily  an am p le  supp ly  o f f re s h  f is h  w ith  
a dev ice  th a t is as ingen ious as the 20th c e n tu ry 's  ches t f re e z e r .

Today, bangos en joys w ide  p o p u la r ity  as ou r n a tio n a l f is h .  I t  has 
a ls o  becom e a b y -w o rd  in  e v e ry  F i l ip in o  household . C u ltu ra b l e bo th  in  
b ra c k is h  and fre s h  bodies o f w a te r, i t  e a s ily  reaches m a rk e ta b le /e c o n o m ic  
s ize  a fte r  fo u r  to  f iv e  m on ths . The bangos fishpond  in d u s try  is  a m a jo r  
sou rce  o f f is h  p ro te in  and genera tes incom e fo r  a s izeab le  num be r o f 
peop le . F o r  its  im p o r ta n t ro le  to  the econom y, supports  in  v a r io u s  w ays 
had been extended to  the in d u s try  by the gove rnm en t e ve r s ince .

F o r  the p e rpe tu a tio n , co n s e rv a tio n  and deve lopm en t o f th is  p a r t ic u la r  
f is h e ry  re so u rce , n a tio n a l p o lic ie s  have been p ro m u lg a te d  and im p le m e n ted  
b y  the gove rnm en t s e c to r.

The n a tio n a l  p o lic ie s  th a t con ce rn  the bangos in d u s try  can be re v ie w e d  
h e reu n d e r.

1. The in i t ia l  re g u la tio n s  s ta r te d  w ith  the F is h e r ie s  A c t 4003 of 
1932 w h ich  amended and co m p ile d  the law s re la t in g  to  the f is h  and o the r 
aqua tic  re so u rce s  o f the P h ilip p in e  Is la n d s . A r t ic le  IX , S ection  63 under 
in land  f is h e r ie s  and A r t ic le  X I.. . in  m u n ic ip a l f is h e r ie s ,  Sections 67 and 
69 of the A c t d e a lt s p e c if ic a lly  and among o the rs  on the fishpond  and 
f is h e ry  p e rm its  o r  lease ag reem en ts  w ith in  fo re s t  lands, g ra n t o f f r y  
concessions w ith in  the m u n ic ip a l w a te r to  F i l ip in o  c itiz e n s  o r c o rp o ra tio n s  
w ith  61% stock be long ing  to  P h ilip p in e  c itiz e n s  and re s t r ic t in g  the p r iv ile g e s  
o f p r iv a te  p a r ty  to  c o n s tru c t o r  opera te  fishponds o r ca tch  bangos f r y  to
a p e rio d  of not m o re  than 5 y e a rs . E x te n s ion  of such p r iv i le g e  re q u ire s  
a p p ro v a l o f the p ro v in c ia l boa rd  o r  the S e c re ta ry  o f A g r ic u ltu re  and 
C om m erce .

2. R epub lic  A c t 3512 o f 1963 d e c la re s  the n a tio n a l p o lic y  to  
encourage, p ro m o te  and conserve  n a tio n a l f is h e ry  re so u rce s  in  o rd e r
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to  ensure  a steady and s u ff ic ie n t supp ly  of f is h  and o th e r f is h e ry  p ro du c ts  
fo r  the in c re a s in g  popu la tion , and to reduce to  a m in im u m  le v e l f is h e ry  
im p o r ta t io n  to  he lp  s ta b iliz e  econom y. The A c t en la rg e d  and expanded 
the Bureau o f F is h e r ie s  and renam ed  i t  as the P h ilip p in e  F is h e r ie s  
C o m m is s io n -- to  take charge  o f the deve lopm ent, m anagem ent and 
co n se rva tio n  o f P h ilip p in e  f is h e ry  re s o u rc e s .

P ro v is io n s  on S ection  4 of the A c t re la t iv e  to  the in d u s try  a re :

a. To in c re a se  and conserve  the f is h e ry  re so u rce s  o f the 
P h ilip p in e s  by: s tudy ing  the l i fe  cyc le  o f fis h e s ; e s ta b lis h in g  f is h  
h a tc h e rie s , n u rs e r ie s  and d e m o n s tra tio n  fishponds; in te n s ify  f is h  
s to ck in g  in  in land  w a te rs ; and p ro te c tin g  the spawning o r b reed in g  
grounds of fis h e s .

b. To c la s s ify  a va ila b le  swamp lands a cco rd in g  to  th e ir  
s u ita b i l ity  o r fitn e s s  fo r  fish p e n  pu rposes . The c e r t i f ic a t io n  o f 
the C o m m is s io n e r as to  the s u ita b i l i ty  o r  fitn e s s  o f swam p lands 
fo r  fishpond  purposes s h a ll be a re q u ire m e n t fo r  ob ta in ing  loans 
f r o m  the D eve lopm en t Bank o f the P h ilip p in e s  o r any o th e r 
g ove rnm en t bank ing  a n d /o r  fin a n c in g  in s t itu t io n s . Such c e r t i f ic a t io n  
s h a ll be issued  upon paym en t o f a fee in  an am ount to  be d e te rm in e d  
by  the C o m m is s io n e r, bu t w h ich  s h a ll in  no case exceed tw en ty  pesos

3. P re s id e n tia l D ecree  No. 43, o th e rw ise  known as the F is h e ry  
In d u s try  D eve lopm en t D ecree  o f 1972, d e c la re d  i t  the p o lic y  o f the State 
to  a cce le ra te  the in te g ra te d  deve lopm en t of the f is h e ry  re so u rce s  o f the 
co u n try . S ection  4 o f the D ecree  p ro v id e s  fo r  the c re a tio n  o f the F is h e ry  
In d u s try  D eve lopm en t C o u n c il (F ID C ) w ith  seven m e m be rs  com posed of 
the S e c re ta ry  o f A g r ic u ltu re  and N a tu ra l R esources as C h a irm a n ; D ire c to r  
of F is h e r ie s  as V ice  C h a irm a n  and E xecu tive  O ff ic e r ;  and S e c re ta ry  o f 
N a tio n a l D efense, G o ve rn o r of C e n tra l Bank, C h a irm a n  of D BP , PN B 
P re s id e n t and BO I C h a irm a n , as m e m b e rs . R ep re se n ta tives  of bonafide  
fishpond  and fis h in g  a sso c ia tio n s  a re  a lso  appoin ted by the P re s id e n t as 
m e m be rs  fo r  a te rm  o f tw o y e a rs  upon recom m e n d a tion  of the S e c re ta ry  
of A g r ic u ltu re  and N a tu ra l R esou rces .

S ection  6 o f the D ecree  p ro v id e d  fo r  the tra n s fe r  o f ju r is d ic t io n  
o f p u b lic  lands a va ila b le  fo r  fishpond  deve lopm en t to  the B ureau  of 
F is h e r ie s . F o r  th is  pu rpose , a l l  p u b lic  lands such as t id a l sw am ps, 
m angrove  a re as , m a rs h e s , ponds and s tre a m s  w ith in  p u b lic  lands 
in c lu d in g  p u b lic  lands le f t  d ry  d u rin g  the lo w e s t low  tid e  and cove red  
by w a te r d u r in g  the h ig h e s t tid e  and w h ich  a re  not needed fo r  fo re s t r y  
purposes a re  d e c la re d  a v a ila b le  fo r  fishpond  purposes unde r the B ureau  
o f F is h e r ie s ’ d is p o s it io n  and a d m in is tra t io n .
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S ection  11 p ro v id e d  fo r  loans to  the f is h e ry  in d u s try  m a k in g  i t  
m a n da to ry  fo r  the D B P , PNB, V e te rans  Bank, and R u ra l Banks to  g ra n t 
loans am ong o th e r fo r  the deve lopm en t o f fishponds and to  lea se h o ld e rs  
o f p u b lic  lands fo r  deve lop ing  fishponds .

S ection  12 fu r th e r  de fined  p r io r i t y  fo r  the V e te rans  Bank to  fund 
p ro je c ts  in v o lv in g  fa m ily - s iz e  fishponds .

S ection  13 p ro v id e s  fo r  the D is p o s it io n  of P u b lic  Lands fo r  F ishponds. 
P u b lic  lands a va ila b le  fo r  fishpond  deve lopm en t and no t ye t leased p r io r  to  
the e f fe c t iv ity  o f the D e cre e , in c lu d in g  those e a rm a rk e d  fo r  deve lopm en t 
as fa m ily  s ize  fishponds , s h a ll be leased on ly  to  q u a lif ie d  pe rsons, a s s o c ia 
tio n s , coope ra tive s  o r c o rp o ra tio n s , su b je c t to  the fo llo w in g  c o n d itio n s :

a. F i f t y  p e r  cen t of the a re a  leased s h a ll be developed 
and p ro du c in g  in  c o m m e rc ia l sca le  w ith in  th re e  ye a rs  and the 
re m a in in g  p o r t io n  of the leased  a rea  sh a ll be developed and 
p ro du c in g  in  c o m m e rc ia l sca le  w ith in  f iv e  y e a rs , bo th  p e rio d s  
to  beg in  f r o m  the exe cu tio n  o f the lease co n tra c t;

b. A l l  a re as  no t developed and no t p rodu c in g  in  c o m m e rc ia l 
sca le  w ith in  f iv e  ye a rs  f r o m  the date o f execu tion  of the lease 
c o n tra c t s h a ll be a u to m a tic a lly  re v e rte d  to  the p u b lic  dom a in  fo r  
d is p o s it io n  by  the B ureau  of F is h e r ie s ; and

c. No p o r t io n  o f the leased a rea  m a y  be sub leased.

U nder the D ecree , the a re a  of fishpond  leaseho ld ings  s h a ll be 
l im ite d  as fo llo w s :

a. F o r  in d iv id u a ls  - a m a x im u m  of f i f t y  he c ta res  based 
on p ro d u c tiv ity , d is tance  to  m a rk e ts  and o th e r te c h n ic a l fa c to rs ; 
and

b. F o r  c o rp o ra tio n s  - f iv e  hundred h e c ta re s : P ro v id e d ,
T ha t a t le a s t tw e n ty - f iv e  p e r cen tum  of the e q u ity  s h a ll be 
owned by pe rsons o th e r than  the m e m be rs  o f one extended  
fa m ily .

S ection  14 p ro v id e s  fo r  the c o n s tru c tio n  and D eve lopm en t of F a m ily  
S ize F ishpond . F o r  the purpose of a c c e le ra tin g  the deve lopm en t of f is h 
ponds, the B ureau, su b je c t to the a p p ro v a l of the F ID C  s h a ll id e n tify  
p u b lic  lands w h ich  s h a ll be subd iv ided  in to  econom ic fa m ily  s ize  fishpond s . 
Such fishpond  s h a ll be leased a cco rd in g  to  p r io r i t ie s .

4 . On M ay  17, 1974, P re s id e n tia l D ecree  461 re o rg a n ize d  the
D e p a rtm e n t of A g r ic u ltu re  and N a tu ra l R esources in to  tw o depa rtm en ts
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nam e ly , D e p a rtm e n t o f N a tu ra l R esources and D e p a rtm e n t of A g r ic u ltu re .
The B ureau  o f F is h e r ie s  was p laced  under the D e p a rtm e n t o f N a tu ra l 
R esources and was renam ed  B ureau  o f F is h e r ie s  and A q u a tic  R esou rces .
T h is  is s ig n if ic a n t to  a tta in , as soon as p o ss ib le , the n a tio n a l goa l o f 
in c re a se d  food p ro d u c tio n  and s e lf -s u ff ic ie n c y . The co m p le tio n  o f an 
u p -da ted  in v e n to ry  and a ssessm en t o f the n a tio n 's  n a tu ra l re so u rce s  fo r  
e n su rin g  co n se rva tio n , o p tim a l u t i l iz a t io n ,  p ro p e r e x p lo ita tio n  and 
re p la ce m e n t is  a ls o p ro v id e d  in  the  D ecre e .

5. P re s id e n tia l D ecree  704 R e v is in g  and C o n so lid a tin g  a l l  law s 
and decrees  a ffe c tin g  F is h in g  and F is h e r ie s  was signed on M ay 16, 1975.

P ro v is io n s  u nde r the new D ecree  re g a rd in g  the bangos in d u s try  a re  
he reb y  enum era ted  v e rb a t im :

a. S ection  12 -  On the c re a tio n  o f F ID C , tw o a d d it io n a l cab ine t 
m e m b e rs  w e re  added a g a in s t the o r ig in a l m e m b e rs h ip  s ta ted  unde r 
PD 43. Added as m e m b e rs  w e re  the S e c re ta ry  of T ra d e  and 
the S e c re ta ry  o f P u b lic  W o rks , T ra n s p o rta t io n  and C om m u n ica tio n s .

b . S ection  16 -  On L ice n se , lease and p e rm it : -  No p e rso n
s h a ll e x p lo it, occupy, p roduce , c u ltu re , cap tu re  o r  ga the r f is h , 
o r  f r y  o r f in g e r lin g s  o f any species o f f is h , o r  f is h e ry /a q u a t ic  
p ro d u c ts , o r  engage in  any f is h e ry  a c t iv ity  on P h ilip p in e  o r  
m u n ic ip a l w a te rs  w ith o u t a lice n se , lease o r  p e rm it :  P ro v id e d ,
th a t when due to  d e s tru c tio n  w rough t upon fishponds , fishpens
o r  f is h  n u rs e r ie s , by typhoons, flo o ds  and o th e r fo r tu ito u s  events , 
o r  due to  spe cu la tio n , m o n o p o lis t ic  and o th e r p e rn ic io u s  p ra c tic e s  
w h ich  tend to  c re a te  an a r t i f i c ia l  sho rtage  o f f r y  a n d /o r  f in g e r l in g , 
the supp ly  o f f is h  and f is h e ry /a q u a t ic  p ro d u c ts  can re a son a b ly  be 
expected to  f a l l  be low  the u su a l dem and th e re fo re  and the p r ic e  
th e re o f, to  in c re a se , the S e c re ta ry , upon re co m m e n d a tion  o f the 
D ire c to r ,  is  h e re b y  a u th o riz e d  to  f i x  a f a i r  reasonab le  p r ic e  fo r  
f r y  and f in g e r lin g s  o f any species of f is h , and in  so do ing  and 
when n e ce ssa ry , f i x  d if fe re n t p r ic e  le v e ls  fo r  v a r io u s  a re as  o r  
reg io n s  ta k in g  in to  accoun t such v a r ia b le  fa c to rs  as a v a ila b i l i ty ,  
a c c e s s ib il i ty  to  t ra n s p o r ta t io n  fa c i l i t ie s ,  pack ing  and c ra tin g , 
and to  re g u la te  the m ove m e n t, sh ip m e n t and tra n s p o r t in g  o f such 
f r y  and f in g e r l in g :  P ro v id e d , F u r th e r , T ha t the p r ic e  so fix e d
s h a ll guarantee the g a th e re rs  o f f r y  a ju s t  and equ itab le  re tu rn  
fo r  th e ir  la b o r.

c. S ection  18 -  P e rm it  fo r  im p o r ta t io n  o f e x p o rta t io n  o f 
f is h  o r  f is h e ry /a q u a t ic  p ro d u c ts . No p e rso n  s h a ll im p o r t  o r  
e x p o rt any f is h  o r  f is h e ry /a q u a t ic  p ro d u c t, w he the r a d u lt o r 
young, f r y  o r  f is h  eggs, fo r  p ro p a g a tio n  o r fo r  o th e r pu rposes , 
w ith o u t f i r s t  se cu rin g  a p e rm it  th e re fo re  and pay ing  the
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in sp e c tio n  and o th e r fees : P ro v id e d , T ha t e x p o rta tio n  of f r y ,
excep t "b a n g o s " f r y  e x p o rta tio n  o f w h ich  is  to ta l ly  banned, s h a ll 
be a llo w ed  on ly  a fte r  the re q u ire m e n ts  o f the d o m es tic  fis h in g  
in d u s try  a re  m e t: P ro v id e d , F u r th e r ,  Tha t no o th e r in sp e c tio n
fee s h a ll be im posed  and c o lle c te d  by any o th e r gove rnm en t 
o ffic e  o r agency.

d. S ec tion  23 -  D is p o s it io n  of P u b lic  Lands fo r  F ish p o n d s .
Upon the e f fe c t iv ity  o f th is  D ecree , no p u b lic  lands su ita b le  fo r  
fishpond  pu rposes s h a ll be d isposed  by sa le : P ro v id e d , T ha t
on ly  fishpond  sa les pa ten t a lre a d y  p rocessed  and approved  on 
o r  b e fo re  N ovem ber 9, 1972, s h a ll be g iven  due cou rse  su b je c t 
to  the co n d itio n  th a t such a p p lic a tio n  co ve rs  a fu l ly  developed 
fishpond  not exceed ing  tw e n ty - fo u r  (24) h e c ta re s .

e. S ection  24 -  Lease F ishpond  - P u b lic  lands a v a ila b le  fo r
fishpond  deve lopm en t in c lu d in g  those e a rm a rk e d  fo r  fa m ily -s iz e  
fishponds and no t y e t leased p r io r  to  N ovem ber 9, 1972 s h a ll
be leased  on ly  to  q u a lif ie d  p e rso n s , a s so c ia tio n s , co o pe ra tive s  
o r  c o rp o ra tio n s , s u b je c t to  the fo llo w in g  co n d itio n s :

1. The lease s h a ll be fo r  a p e r io d  of tw e n ty - f iv e  (25) 
y e a rs , renew ab le  fo r  ano the r tw e n ty - f iv e  (25) y e a rs ;

2. F i f t y  p e r cen t (50%) of the a re a  leased s h a ll be 
developed and be p ro du c in g  in  c o m m e rc ia l sca le  w ith in  
th re e  (3) y e a rs  and the re m a in in g  p o r t io n  s h a ll be developed 
and be p ro d u c in g  in  c o m m e rc ia l sca le  w ith in  f iv e  (5) y e a rs , 
bo th  p e rio d s  to  beg in  f r o m  the execu tion  o f the lease c o n tra c t;

3. A l l  a re as  no t fu l ly  developed w ith in  f iv e  (5) ye a rs
f ro m  the date o f exe cu tio n  of the lease c o n tra c t s h a ll au to 
m a t ic a lly  r e v e r t  to  the p u b lic  dom a in  fo r  d is p o s it io n  by the 
B u reau : P ro v id e d , Tha t a lessee who fa ile d  to  deve lop  the
a rea  o r any p o r t io n  th e re o f o r any p u b lic  land under th is  
D ecree ; and

4. No p o r t io n  of the leased a rea  s h a ll be sub -leased .

f .  S ection  25. - S ize o f F ishponds . - The a re a  o f fishponds 
leased under the p re ce d in g  se c tio n  s h a ll no t exceed the fo llo w in g :

1. F o r  in d iv id u a ls , f i f t y  h e c ta re s ; and

2. F o r  a sso c ia tio n s  and c o rp o ra tio n s  - f iv e  hundred 
h e c ta re s .
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P ro v id e d , T ha t, i f  c irc u m s ta n c e s  so w a rra n t, a la rg e r  
a rea  m ay, w ith  the  a p p ro v a l o f the s e c re ta ry , be leased to  
q u a lif ie d  a p p lica n ts .

g. S ec tion  26 -  C o n s tru c tio n  and D eve lopm en t of F a m ily -  
S iz e -F is h p o n d s . - F o r  the purpose  o f a c c e le ra tin g  the deve lopm en t 
o f fishponds, the B ureau , su b je c t to  the a p p ro va l o f the S e c re ta ry , 
s h a ll id e n tify  and se t as ide  p u b lic  lands w h ich  s h a ll be subd iv ided  
in to  fa m ily - s iz e  fishponds and leased in  accordance  w ith  the g u id e 
lin e s  e s ta b lish e d  by the C ou n c il.

h. S ection  27 - L ice n se  to  O perate  F ishpens - No p e rso n  
s h a ll c o n s tru c t a n d /o r  opera te  a fish p e n  w ith o u t f i r s t  se cu rin g  
a lice n se  f r o m  the B ureau , any lice n se  o r  p e rm it  issued  by the 
m a y o r o f the m u n ic ip a lity  c la im in g  ju r is d ic t io n  ove r the a rea  
in  w h ich  the fish p e n  w i l l  be co n s tru c te d  to the c o n tra ry  n o tw ith 
s tand ing . The lice n se  s h a ll be fo r  a p e rio d  o f f iv e  (5) ye a rs  
renew ab le  fo r  a n o th e r f iv e  (5) y e a rs .

The m a x im u m  a re a  th a t can be lice n se d  fo r  a f is h  pen s h a ll 
be ten  (10) he c ta res  in  the case of an in d iv id u a l and f i f t y  (50) 
h e c ta re s  in  the case o f an a s so c ia tio n , p a r tn e rs h ip , co o p e ra tive  
o r  c o rp o ra tio n .

i.  S ection  29 - G ra n t o f F is h e ry  P r iv i le g e s . -  A  m u n ic ip a l 
o r  c ity  co u n c il, c o n fo rm a b ly  w ith  an o rd inance  d u ly  approved  by 
the S e c re ta ry  p u rsu a n t to  S ection  4 h e re o f, m ay  g ra n t to  the 
h ig h e s t q u a lif ie d  b id d e r the e xc lu s ive  p r iv i le g e  of c o n s tru c tio n  and 
o p e ra tin g  f is h  c o r ra ls ,  o y s te r c u ltu re  beds, o r o f g a th e rin g  
"bangos" f r y ,  o r  the f r y  o f o th e r species, in  m u n ic ip a l w a te rs  
fo r  a p e r io d  no t exceed ing  f iv e  (5) y e a rs : P ro v id e d , T ha t in  the 
zoning and c la s s if ic a t io n  o f m u n ic ip a l w a te rs  fo r  pu rposes of 
aw a rd ing , th ro u g h  p u b lic  b id d ing , a reas  fo r  the c o n s tru c tio n  o r 
o p e ra tio n  o f f is h  c o r ra ls ,  o y s te r c u ltu re  beds o r the g a th e rin g  
o f f r y ,  the m u n ic ip a l o r  c ity  c o u n c il s h a ll se t as ide  no t m o re  
than one f i f t h  ( l / 5 )  o f the a re a  e a rm a rk e d  fo r  the g a th e rin g  of 
f r y ,  as m a y  be des igna ted  by the B ureau , as gove rnm en t "bangos" 
f r y  co n se rva tio n .

j .  S ection  36 - Ban on E x p o rta tio n  o f Bangos F r y  -  I t  
s h a ll be u n la w fu l fo r  any p e rso n  to  e x p o rt "bangos" f r y .  
V io la tio n  o f the se c tio n  s h a ll be punished by a fin e  o f no t less 
than one thousand pesos ( ₱ 1 ,000.00) n o r m o re  than f iv e  thousand 
pesos ( ₱ 5,000.00) o r by  im p r is o n m e n t fo r  no t less  than one (1) 
y e a r n o r m o re  than fiv e  (5) y e a rs , o r bo th  such fin e  and 
im p ris o n m e n t, in  the d is c re t io n  of the C ou rt.
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k. S ection  43 - Loans to  the F is h e ry  In d u s try . -  The 
D eve lopm en t Bank o f the P h ilip p in e s , the P h ilip p in e  N a tio n a l Bank, 
and the P h ilip p in e  V e te ra ns  Bank and o th e r government-owned o r  
c o n tro lle d  banking  o r  fin a n c in g  in s t itu t io n s  and r u r a l  banks s h a ll 
m ake loans a v a ila b le  to  e lig ib le  b o r ro w e rs  as th e ir  re s p e c tiv e  
c h a r te rs  and a r t ic le s  o f in c o rp o ra t io n  and b y - la w s  p ro v id e  and 
p o lic ie s  of C e n tra l Bank o f the P h ilip p in e s  a llo w : P ro v id e d , T ha t
p ro je c ts  o f ve te ra n s  and th e ir  q u a lif ie d  h e irs  w ith in  the p u rv ie w  
of the P ro g ra m  s h a ll be funded by the P h ilip p in e  V e te rans  Bank, 
w ith  p r io r i t y  to  fa m ily - s iz e  fish p o n d s : P ro v id e d , F u r th e r ,  T ha t
the D eve lopm en t Bank o f the P h ilip p in e s , the P h ilip p in e  N a tio n a l 
Bank, and the P h ilip p in e  V e te rans  Bank and o th e r g o ve rn m e n t-
owned o r c o n tro lle d  bank ing  o r  fin a n c in g  in s t itu t io n s  and r u r a l  
banks dea ling  w ith  m e d iu m  and lo n g - te rm  loans s h a ll:

1. G ra n t loans fo r  the deve lopm ent, re h a b ilita t io n  
and m a in tenance  o f fishponds , fishpens  and a c q u is it io n  
o f f is h in g  boats  and fis h in g  equ ipm ent;

2. E xtend  loan  fo r  p ro d u c tio n , hand ling , p ro ce ss in g  
and m a rk e tin g , in c lu d in g  the e s ta b lis h m e n t and o p e ra tio n  
o f r e f r ig e ra t in g  p lan ts  and co ld  s to rage  fa c i l i t ie s ;  and

3. G ra n t loans to  lease h o ld e rs  o f p u b lic  lands fo r
the deve lopm en t o f fish p o n d s : P ro v id e d , T ha t the d u ra tio n
o f the lease c o n tra c t s h a ll be lon g e r than  the p e r io d  of 
re p a ym e n t o f the loan.

A i l  loans s h a ll be extended u n de r su p e rv ise d  c re d it  
as p re s c r ib e d  by R epub lic  A c t  N um bered  S ix ty - th re e  hundred 
and n in e ty  o r o th e r law s ; o r unde r p ro je c t s u p e rv is io n .

6. O the r p o lic ie s  re le v a n t to  the f is h e ry  in d u s try  m a y  a lso  em anate 
f r o m  the O ffice  o f the S e c re ta ry  o f the D e p a rtm e n t o f N a tu ra l R esources 
upon re com m enda tion  o f the D ire c to r  o f the B ureau  o f F is h e r ie s  and A q u a tic  
R esou rces . These p o lic ie s  w e re  issued  th ru  a s e r ie s  o f F is h e r ie s  
A d m in is tra t iv e  O rd e rs  (F A O 's ). The F A O 's  co ve rin g  o r  a ffe c tin g  the 
bangos in d u s try  a re  the fo llo w in g :

a, FAO  25 and its  am endm ents - R egu la tions fo r  the 
co n se rva tio n  o f " Sabal o " (F u ll-g ro w n  bangos o r  m ilk f is h )  and 
fo r  the p ro h ib it io n  o f the e x p o rta t io n  to  fo re ig n  co u n tr ie s  of 
"K a w a g -ka w a g " (Bangos o r m ilk f is h  f r y )  and " H a t i r in "  (Bangos 
f in g e r lin g s ) .
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b. F A O  39 -  S pe c ia l ru le s  and re g u la tio n s  gove rn ing  the 
issuance o f fishpond  p e rm its  a n d /o r  leases w ith in  the a reas  
a ffe c ted  by the F ishpond  P ro je c t o f M a n ila  Bay.

c. FA O  60 and its  am endm ents - R egu la tions gove rn ing  
the issuance o f fishpond  p e rm its  a n d /o r  leases on p u b lic  fo re s t 
lands.

d. FA O  109 - R egu la tions  c o ve rin g  the e s ta b lis h m e n t o f 
fishpens and f is h  e n c losu res  in  in land  w a te rs .

7. F o r  the deve lopm en t o f bangos in d u s try  in  p a r t ic u la r ,  the 
B ureau, bes ides im p le m e n tin g  the v a r io u s  p o lic ie s  em anating  f r o m  the 
O ffice  o f the P re s id e n t and the D e p a rtm e n t o f N a tu ra l R esources , c a r r ie s  
ou t an expanded f is h e r ie s  p ro g ra m  th a t inc ludes  F ishpond  D eve lopm en t as 
one o f its  m a jo r  p ro je c ts . The p ro je c t inc ludes a c t iv it ie s  on f in g e r l in g  
p ro d u c tio n  and d is p e rs a l, te c h n ic a l ass is tance  a n d /e x te n s io n  s e rv ic e s  to  
fishpond  o p e ra to rs , re se a rch e s  and fishpond  leas ing . A s a re s u lt  o f a 
s e r ie s  o f c a la m itie s  la s t y e a r, a s p e c ia l p ro je c t was added and was 
c a lle d  the D N R -B F A R  R e h a b ilita tio n  P ro je c t s p e c if ic a lly  to  d is tr ib u te  
bangos f r y  o r  f in g e r l in g  to  a f f l ic te d  a reas  of the in d u s try .

8. To co n tin u o u s ly  im p ro ve  bangos techno logy o r in c re a se  
p ro d u c tio n  p e r u n it  h e c ta re , v a r io u s  re se a rch e s  and ex tens ion  p ro g ra m s  
a re  c u r re n t ly  unde rtaken  and independently , in  co o rd in a tio n  w ith , o r 
jo in t ly  w ith  o th e r o rg a n iza tio n s  lik e  P C A R , UP C ollege o f F is h e r ie s , and 
o th e r in s t itu t io n s , and w ith  fo re ig n  a ss is tance  p ro g ra m s  p r im a r i ly  the 
S E A FD E C  fo r  re se a rch e s  and the USAID - a ss is te d  tra in in g  p ro g ra m  in  
aqua cu ltu re  extens ion .

The fo re g o in g  p o lic ie s  and p ro g ra m s  w e re  geared to  develop the 
P h ilip p in e  bangos in d u s try . In  its  e n t ire ty , we b e lie ve  th a t the in d u s try  
faces a b r ig h te r  fu tu re . The gove rnm en t has in c re a se d  its  deve lopm en t 
e f fo r t  in  the in land  f is h e r ie s  s e c to r to  enable i t  to  ra is e  its  48% in c re 
m e n ta l share  to  the to ta l n a tio n a l f is h  p ro d u c tio n .


