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•China •Italy  •France  •Spain  •Romania  •Slovak Republic 
•Hungary  •Israel  •United Kingdom  •USA

What happens to infected fish?

Species Killed by SVCV: 

Natural Infections

Species Killed by SVCV: Experimental Infections

Positive by Bath

Positive by Injection

What are the clinical signs of 
SVC-infected fish?

How is the virus transmitted?

Fish material suitable for 
diagnosis of SVC:

•Asymptomatic fish (apparently 

healthy fi sh): Kidney, spleen, 

gill and brain (any size fi sh)

•Clinically affected fish: 
 �  Whole fi sh (< or = 4 cm)

� Entire viscera including kidney 

and brain (4 - 6 cm)

� Larger fi sh, liver, kidney, 

spleen and brain

How is SVCV detected?

Water temperature is a very important factor for SVC!!!
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Fish species susceptibility?
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How to prevent SVC?
There is no known cure for SVC. Once SVCV is established in 

a pond farm stock, it may be very difficult to eradicate without 

destroying all kinds of life in the fish production site. The best 

way to protect fish from SVCV is through a comprehensive 

biosecurity plan:  

Buy fish from sources accredited as free of SVC virus.

New fish should be quarantined in water of 10-17oC for at 

least 2 weeks before introducing them into a pond or tank 

that contains other susceptible fish. 

Use spring or well water that is free of virus.

Prevent the entry of wildlife and other predators.

Disinfect eggs by iodophore treatment.

Disinfect ponds between crops and equipment between 

ponds or tanks.

Dispose dead fish properly.

Avoid contact with other fish especially in fish trade 

shows.

Avoid sharing equipment.

Avoid stressing fish during culture. 

On the national level, the importation of live fish should ensure 

that SVC-susceptible fish species from other countries do not 

enter the country without a health certificate indicating that 

these are free of SVCV.  In addition, imported fish should be 

quarantined at the port of entry and checked for SVCV.

The SVCV can be destroyed at <pH 3 or >pH 12, by heat of 

>56oC, chlorine and ultraviolet light.

Summary: SVC
• 7-23oC
• Red skin lesions

Spring Viremia of Carp
A notifi able disease to the 

OIE (Offi ce International des 

Epizooties) 


