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Abstract

Fish production is very important to Lao PDR. It is an important source of protein to its
citizens. Lao PDR is fortunate to have numerous water resources. The Mekong River
flows through Lao PDR for a length of 1,865 km. Additionally, the country has other
rivers, streams, reservoirs which are also used for irrigation and source of hydroelectric
power. Swamps, lakes and rice fields during the wet season provide for capture and
cultured fish products. In 2018, these water resources produced a total of 179,100 tons
of fish; of which 62,700 came from capture fisheries and 116,400 from fish culture.

In Lao PDR, as in many countries throughout the world, inland fisheries and aquaculture
activities are administered by the Ministry of Agriculture. The Ministry is also responsible
for forestry. It is called the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry and is referred to as
MAF. Within the MAF is the Division of Livestock and Fisheries (DLF). The National
Fisheries Development Centre (NFDC) is working diligently to prevent outbreaks of
aquatic animal diseases but much more must be done. Adequate manpower to address
fisheries disease control on fish farms and adequate manpower for drug and chemical
testing and inspection are lacking. In addition, communication between central and
local governments as well as between local and central governments regarding disease
diagnosis and disease control needs to be enhanced. Fish farmers must be trained to
recognize and control diseases.
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